
Scan to learn more about counterfeit pills.
OR go to AvoidOpioidSD.com/counterfeit-drugs

Counterfeit pills are becoming more common  
in South Dakota. These fake pills have caused the  
number of overdoses and deaths to skyrocket, 
especially among young people age 15-24. 

Fake pills can be easy to get on the street, and 
buying drugs online, through social media,  
and payment apps has become a popular new  
way for drug dealers to target kids.

Many overdoses are linked to illicitly manufactured 
fentanyl (IMF) which is distributed through illegal  
drug markets. It is added to other drugs because of its 
extreme potency, which makes drugs cheaper, more 
powerful, more addictive, and more dangerous.

IMF can come in liquid or powder form. Powdered fentanyl 
looks just like many other drugs. It is commonly mixed  
with drugs like heroin, cocaine, and methamphetamine,  

Common Counterfeits:

 REAL ADDERALL    VS. COUNTERFEIT

REAL OXYCODONE     VS. COUNTERFEIT

REAL XANAX     VS. COUNTERFEIT

  as little as  
3 grains of salt  
can be FATAL

Fake pills are often laced with lethal 
amounts of FENTANYL.

FENTANYL IS A SYNTHETIC OPIOID THAT IS UP TO

100x
STRONGER  
THAN MORPHINE

50x
STRONGER   

THAN HEROIN

and made into pills that look like other prescription 
opioids. In liquid form, IMF can be found in nasal sprays, 
eye drops, and dropped onto paper or small candies.

Counterfeit drugs may contain deadly levels of 
fentanyl, and you aren’t able to see it, taste it,  
or smell it.



Type Generic Name Brand Name Street Names Example Emoji Code

Opioids
Prescribed to treat pain

Fentanyl Actiq®, 
Sublimaze®

Apache, Dragon, Fenty, Poison

Oxycodone OxyContin® OC, Oxy, Whites, Buttons

Codeine Captain Cody, Cody, Little C, Schoolboy

Morphine Duramorph®,  
MS Contin®

Morpho, First Line, Monkey

Benzodiazepines
Prescribed to treat 
anxiety, seizures, & 
insomnia 

Lorazepam Ativan® Downers, Tranks, Sleeping Pills, Candy

Diazepam Valium® Mother’s Little Helper, Jellies, Vallies

Alprazolam Xanax® Xanies, Handlebars, Zanbars

Stimulants Adderall Adderall®, 
Dexedrine®

Addies, Bennies, Speed, Uppers

Antidepressants Paxil®, Prozac®, 
Zoloft®

Bottled Smiles, Happy Pill, Miracle Pill,  
Wonder Drug

Methylphenidate Ritalin® The Smart Drug, Kibbles and Bits, Vitamin R

Methamphetamine Crank, Speed, Crystal (crystal meth),  
Glass (crystal meth)

Cocaine Coke, Snow, Dust, Rock, Ice, Base, Crack

Heroin Smack, Dope, China Whte, Brown Sugar, 
Mexican Mud, Black Pearl

MDMA Ecstasy/
Molly

Ecstasy, Love Drug, XTC, Vitamin E, X

Psychoactive Marijuana Dope, Ganja, Grass, Mary Jane, Pot,  
Reefer, Weed

Mushrooms Shrooms , Magic Mushrooms,  
Purple Passion 

Drugs take over 250 lives every day in the US. The more you know about different types of drugs, 
the easier it will be to protect yourself and your loved ones. 
This guide is intended to help educate parents and caregivers about drug types, names, and some common symbols associated with illegal  
drugs. Please note: the emojis shown here can be code for drugs but may vary and change with language trends. Using emojis does  
not automatically signal illegal activity. If you notice changes in behavior, appearance, friend groups, or are worried about someone—please  
talk about it. For tips on how to start this important conversation, visit AvoidOpioidSD.com/prevention

Drugs Decoded.
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